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PREFACE

Dear colleagues,

We are delighted to welcome you to the third Falk Foundation “Experimental
Hepatology Days” in Freiburg. Following the highly successful meetings in Zurich
and Lyon, we are excited to continue this growing tradition by once again bringing
together leading scientists and clinician-scientists from around the world who
share a passion for innovative basic and translational hepatology.

The symposium will maintain its successful format, with Part A focusing on hepatic
injury, inflammation and immunology, and Part B addressing regeneration, fibrosis
and carcinogenesis. Keynote lectures, panel discussions, poster pitch sessions, and
presentations ranging from novel methodologies and fundamental mechanisms

to clinical translation will provide ample opportunity for lively discussions and
scientific exchange.

One of the hallmarks of the “Experimental Hepatology Days” has been its open
and interactive atmosphere, encouraging in-depth discussions, new collaborations,
and active participation, particularly by early-career scientists. We are committed
to preserving this unique spirit as the meeting continues to grow.

We are also pleased to welcome you to Freiburg, a vibrant university city at the
edge of the Black Forest, renowned for its historic old town, sunny climate, and
outstanding scientific environment. We hope you will enjoy both an inspiring
scientific program and the unique charm and hospitality of our city.

We look forward to welcoming you to Freiburg for another stimulating and
memorable symposium.

Thomas Baumert Ana Lleo Frank Tacke Robert Thimme



EXPERIMENTAL HEPATOLOGY DAYS

May, 13-15, 2027

Scientific Organization:
Thomas F. Baumert, Strasbourg
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Frank Tacke, Berlin

Robert Thimme, Freiburg

Congress Venue:
Konzerthaus Freiburg
Konrad-Adenauer Platz 1
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For admission to scientific events your
name badge should be clearly visible.

Accompanying persons are not
permitted during the conference at
any time.

Call for Posters:
An ePoster session will be held.
For details see page 19.

Start of Registration:
Thursday, May 13, 2027
13:00 - 19:00 h

at the congress office

Publication Date of the Final
Program:
May 2027

The final program will be available on
the website www.falkfoundation.org
one week before the start of the
symposium.




THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2027

13:00
14:00

Networking Lunch

Welcome and opening remarks
Robert Thimme, Freiburg

PART A: HEPATOCYTE INJURY, INFLAMMATION AND IMMUNOLOGY

SESSION |

Hepatocyte injury, metabolism, and inflammation

Chairs

Thomas F. Baumert, Strasbourg, Natascha Réhlen, Freiburg

14:05

14:35

14:55

15:15

15:35

15:55

Keynote lecture I: Pathways of metabolic injury and adaptations in
human liver assembloids
Meritxell Huch, Dresden

Cellular and molecular mechanisms of liver injury and sterile
inflammation
Bin Gao, Bethesda

Multi-omics identifies disease-associated macrophage alterations in
MASH
Olivier Govaere, Leuven

Unveiling the mechanisms of cholangiocyte injury and biliary
inflammation in PSC
Melum Espen, Oslo

Gut microbiota and derived metabolites as modulators of liver
metabolism and injury
Bernd Schnabl, La Jolla

Coffee break with ePoster session



SESSION 11

Poster pitches

Chairs Verena Keitel-Anselmino, Magdeburg, Frank Tacke, Berlin
16:40 6 poster pitches (each 5 minutes plus 2 minutes discussion)
SESSION llI

Immune cell (mal)adaptation in chronic liver disease

Chairs Charlotte Rennert, Freiburg; Heiner Wedemeyer, Hannover
17:30 Kupffer cells and steatotic liver disease
Elvira Maas, Bonn
17:50 Kupffer cell plasticity and hepatic immunity in mycobacterial infection
Philipp Henneke, Freiburg
18:10 B cell immunity in the liver
Mala Maini, London
18:30 Decoding HBV specific CD8+ T cell immunity
Nina Le Bert, Singapore
18:50 The many flavors of virus-specific CD4+ T cell immunity
Tobias Béttler, Freiburg
19:10 Welcome evening




FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2027

SESSION IV

Immune architecture of the liver

Chairs Mathias Heikenwélder, Heidelberg, Maike Hofmann, Freiburg

09:00 Keynote lecture Il: The liver immune niche in health and disease
Sonya MacParland, Toronto

09:30 How resident liver cells spatially organize inflammation
Adrien Guillot, Berlin

09:50 Liver macrophages in health and disease
Martin Guilliams, Ghent

10:10 Tissue determinants of antiviral immunity
Percy A. Knolle, Munich

10:30 Decoding immune cell neighborhoods in the human liver
Bertram Bengsch, Freiburg

10:50 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION V

The liver as a central hub in multisystem disease

Chairs Dominik Bettinger, Freiburg; Debbie Shawcross, London

11:30 Immune dysfunction in liver cirrhosis
Markus Cornberg, Hanover

11:50 Mechanistic insights into the liver-brain axis in chronic liver disease
Anna Hadjihambi, London

12:10 Roles of systemic inflammatory and metabolic responses in the
pathophysiology of acute-on-chronic liver failure
Joan Claria, Barcelona

12:30 Circadian rhythm and liver disease
Thomas Marjot, London




12:50 Liver-intestinal microbiota interactions in cirrhosis
Debbie Shawcross, London

13:10 Lunch break with ePoster session

PART B: REGENERATION, FIBROSIS, AND CARCINOGENESIS

SESSION |

Liver cell plasticity, regeneration, and fibrosis

Chairs Verena Keitel-Anselmino, Magdeburg; Frank Tacke, Berlin

14:00 Keynote lecture Ill: Mechanisms of hepatic stellate cell inactivation
and fibrosis regression
Tatiana Kisseleva, La Jolla

14:30 Patient-derived liver organoids and liver epithelial heterogeneity
Pau Sancho Bru, Barcelona

14:50 Genetic drivers of disease progression and regression in the liver
Stefano Romeo, Gothenburg

15:10 Immunopathogenesis of PBC: A double-hit disease - driven by the
immune system or the cholangiocytes?
Vincenzo Ronca, Pieve Emanuele

15:30 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION 11

Poster pitches

Chairs Ana Lleo, Rozzano (Milan); Jessica Zucman-Rossi, Paris

16:20 6 poster pitches (each 5 minutes plus 2 minutes discussion)




FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2027

SESSION I

Carcinogenesis

Chairs Ana Lleo, Rozzano (Milan); Jessica Zucman-Rossi, Paris

17:10 Impact of hepatic adaptation to chronic metabolic stress on
tumorigenesis
Alex K. Shalek, Cambridge

17:30 Regulated necrosis at the crossroads of liver inflammation and cancer
development
Luke Boulter, Edinburgh

17:50 Microbiota in cancer progression and treatment
Maria Rescigno, Pieve Emanuele

18:10 Metabolic reprogramming in CCC drives disease progression and
immune evasion
Ana Lleo, Rozzano (Milan)

18:30 Presentation of poster awards
Thomas F. Baumert, Strasbourg, Frank Tacke, Berlin

19:50 Networking with light refreshments
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SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2027

SESSION IV

Tumor immunology

Chairs Maria Rescigno, Pieve Emanuele; Robert Thimme, Freiburg
09:00 Keynote lecture IV: HCC specific immunity in preclinical models
Matteo lannacone, Milan
09:30 From steatosis to malignancy: The connection between steatotic liver
disease and HCC
Mathias Heikenwélder, Heidelberg
09:50 T cell immunity in CCC
Enrico Lugli, Milan
10:10 Reprogramming the liver immune system to combat HCC
Alice Kamphorst, New York
10:30 Checkpoint inhibitors in HCC: Emerging trends

10:50

David J. Pinato, London

Coffee break with ePoster session

n




SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2027

SESSION V

Opportunities and risks of emerging therapies

Chairs Markus Heim, Basel;, Fabien Zoulim, Lyon

11:40 Targeting lipid droplets in MASLD management
David E. Cohen, Los Angeles

12:00 Epigenetic mechanisms in the HCC immune landscape: Therapeutic
implicatioqs
Matias A. Avila, Pamplona

12:20 Advances in HBV vaccines development
Ulrike Protzer, Munich

12:40 Lessons learned from recent vaccine trials
Eleanor Barnes, Oxford

13:00 Closing remarks

13:10 Lunch
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LIST OF SPEAKERS, MODERATORS
AND SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZERS

Matias A. Avila B.Pharm, PhD
Hepatology Laboratory

CIMA University of Navarra
Avda. Pio XIlII, 55

31008 Pamplona

Spain

Prof. Eleanor Barnes, PhD
Nuffield Department of Medicine
University of Oxford

Old Road Campus

Oxford, OX3 7BN

United Kingdom

Prof. Thomas F. Baumert, MD

Unité Inserm UMR 1110

Institut de Recherche sur les Maladies
Virales et Hépatiques

3 rue Koeberlé

67000 Strasbourg

France

Prof. Dr. Dr. Bertram Bengsch
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Prof. Dr. Dominik Bettinger
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Prof. Dr. Tobias Béttler
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Luke Boulter, PhD

Institute of Genetics and Cancer
The University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh EH8 9YL

United Kingdom

Joan Claria, PhD

Hospital Clinic of Barcelona
Carrer de Villarroel 170
08036 Barcelona

Spain

David E. Cohen, MD, PhD
Department of Medicine
Cedars-Sinai

8701 W. 3rd Street

Los Angeles CA 90048
USA

Prof. Dr. med. Markus Cornberg

Klinik fUr Gastroenterologie, Hepatologie
und Endokrinologie

Medizinische Hochschule Hannover
Carl-Neuberg-Str. 1

30625 Hannover

Germany




Prof. Melum Espen

Department of Transplantation Medicine
Norwegian PSC Research Center
University of Oslo

Sognsvannsvn. 20

0027 Oslo

Norway

Bin Gao MD, PhD

Laboratory of Liver Diseases
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse
and Alcoholism

National Institutes of Health

5625 Fishers Lane

Bethesda, MD 20892

USA

Prof. Olivier Govaere

Translational Cell & Tissue Research
KU Leuven

Herestraat 49

3000 Leuven

Belgium

Prof. Martin Guilliams

VIB Center for Inflammation Research
Ghent University

Technologiepark 71

9052 Ghent

Belgium

Adrien Guillot, PhD

Department of Hepatology and Gas-
troenterology

Charité - Universitatsmedizin Berlin
Augustenburger Platz 1

13353 Berlin

Germany
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Dr. Anna Hadjihambi, PhD
Foundation for Liver Research &
The Roger Williams Institute

of Liver Studies

1M1 Coldharbour Lane

London, SE5 ONT

United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Mathias Heikenwadlder
Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum
Im Neuenheimer Feld 242

69120 Heidelberg

Germany

Prof. Markus Heim
Hepatology Laboratory
Department of Biomedicine
University of Basel
Hebelstrasse 20

4031 Basel

Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Philipp Henneke
Institute for Infection Prevention
and Control & Centre for Chronic
Immunodeficiency (CCI)
Breisacher Str. 115b

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Prof. Dr. Maike Hofmann
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany



Prof. Meritxell Huch

Max Planck Institute of Molecular
Cell Biology and Genetics
Pfotenhauerstr. 108

01307 Dresden

Germany

Prof. Matteo lannacone, MD, PhD
Institute of Immunology and
Infectious Diseases

San Raffaele Scientific

Institute & University

Via Olgettina 58

20132 Milan

Italy

Alice O. Kamphorst, PhD
Department of Immunology and
Immunotherapy

Department of Oncological Sciences
Icahn School of Medicine

at Mount Sinai

1425 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10029

USA

Prof. Dr. Verena Keitel-Anselmino
Klinik fUr Gastroenterologie, Hepatologie
und Infektiologie

Universitatsklinikum Magdeburg
Leipziger Str. 44

39120 Magdeburg

Germany

Tatiana Kisseleva, MD, PhD
Department of Surgery

UC San Diego

School of Medicine

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA 92093

USA

Prof. Dr. Percy A. Knolle

Institut fGr Molekulare Immunologie
TUM University Hospital

Klinikum Rechts der Isar
Ismaninger Str. 22

81675 Mlnchen

Germany

Dr. Nina Le Bert
Duke-NUS Medical School
8 College Road

169857 Singapore
Singapore

Prof. Ana Lleo de Nalda
Division of Internal Medicine
And Hepatology

Humanitas Research Hospital
Via A. Manzoni 56

20089 Rozzano (Milan)

Italy

Enrico Lugli, PhD

Laboratory of Tranlational Immunology
Humanitas Research Hospital

Via Rita Levi Montalcini 4

20090 Pieve Emanuele (M)

Mllan

Italy




Prof. Dr. Elvira Maas
Life & Mediacal Sciences
Institute (LIMES)
University of Bonn
Carl-Troll-Strasse 31
53115 Bonn

Germany

Sonya MacParland, PhD

Department of Laboratory Medicine &
Pathobiology

University of Toronto

101 College Street

Toronto, M5G 1L7

Canada

Prof. Mala Maini

UCL Inistitute of Infection, Immunity &
Transplantation

Rowland Hill St

London NW3 2PP

United Kingdom

Dr. Thomas Marjot

Roger Williams Institute of Liver Studies
Faculty of Life Sciences & Medicine
King’s College London

111 Coldharbour Lane

London SE5 ONT

United Kingdom

Prof. David J. Pinato
Department of Surgery & Cancer
Imperial College London

Du Cane Road

London W12 OHS

United Kingdom
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Prof. Dr. Ulrike Protzer
Institute of Virology

Technical University of Munich/
Helmholtz Munich
Trogerstrasse 30

81675 Mlnchen

Germany

Dr. Charlotte Rennert

Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Prof. Maria Rescigno
Humanitas University Campus
Via Rita Levi Montalcini 4
20072 Pieve Emanuele (M)
Italy

CeMM Research Center for
Molecular Medicine of Austrian
Academy of Sciences
Lazarettgasse 14

1090 Vienna

Austria

Dr. Dr. Natascha Réhlen
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany



Prof. Stefano Romeo
Department of Molecular and
Clinical Medicine

University of Gothenburg
Burna straket 16

41345 Goteborg

Sweden

Dr. Vicenzo Ronca

Humanitas University Campus
Via Rita Levi Montalcini 4
20072 Pieve Emanuele (M)
Italy

Dr. Pau Sancho Bru
Hospital Clinic of Barcelona
Carrer de Villarroel 170
08036 Barcelona

Spain

Prof. Bernd Schnabl
Division of Gastroenterology
UC San Diego

School of Medicine

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA 92093

USA

Alex K. Shalek, PhD
Institute for Medical
Engineering & Science

77 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139
USA

Prof. Debbie Shawcross
The Roger Williams Institute
of Liver Studies

King s College London

16 De Crespigny Park
London, SE5 8AF

United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Frank Tacke

Medizinische Klinik m. S. Hepatologie
und Gastroenterologie

Charité - Universitatsmedizin Berlin
Augustenburger Platz 1

13353 Berlin

Germany

Prof. Dr. Robert Thimme
Klinik far Innere Medizin Il
Universitatsklinikum Freiburg
Hugstetter Str. 55

79106 Freiburg

Germany

Prof. Dr. Heiner Wedemeyer

Klinik fUr Gastroenterologie, Hepatologie
und Endokrinologie

Medizinische Hochschule Hannover
Carl-Neuberg-Str. 1

30625 Hannover

Germany




Prof. Fabien Zoulim

Cancer Research Center Lyon
Lyon University and INSERM
Hospices Civils de Lyon

3, Quai des Célestins

69002 Lyon

France
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Prof. Jessica Zucman-Rossi, MD
Sorbonne Université-Inserm-Université
Paris Cité

Centre de Recherche des Cordeliers
15, Rue de I'école de Médecine

75006 Paris

France



POSTER SESSION

ePosters will be displayed on our screens from May 13-15, 2027. We kindly ask the
authors to be present during coffee and lunch breaks on both days to discuss

their work.

CALL FOR POSTERS

Please submit your abstract by February
14, 2027, using our online submission
system (https://poster.falkfoundation.org).
The system will guide you through

the submission process and provide
further information on formatting
requirements.

The abstracts will be reviewed by the
scientific organizers, with preference
given to those that align thematically
with one of the final meeting sessions.

POSTER AWARDS

Prizes of up to EUR 3.000, along with
coverage of travel expenses, will be
awarded for the best posters.

Accepted abstracts will be published
in the final program.

Abstract submitters will be informed
about acceptance and receive further
instructions in February 2027.

For the first author of an accepted
abstract, registration fee and
accommodation (May 13-15, 2027) will
be covered during Symposium 247.
Travel expenses will not be covered.

Winners will be invited to give a short
presentation (2-5 minutes) of their
poster during the award ceremony.
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REGISTRATION [=]

You can register for the event via our homepage:
www.falkfoundation.org E
Registration is only possible online.

You will receive an automatic confirmation of registration by e-mail.
Please transfer the congress fee to the bank account listed in the e-mail within
two weeks.

CONGRESS FEES

Scientific Program of Symposium 247 EUR 300
Students (copy of student ID required) EUR 150

The congress fees include:

- Pre-Opening and Welcome on Thursday, May 13, 2027
- Refreshments during coffee breaks

- Lunch on Thursday, Friday and Saturday

- A copy of the final program

CONGRESS OFFICE AND REGISTRATION

Opening Hours:

Thursday, May 13, 2027 13:00 - 19:00 h
Friday, May 14, 2027 08:00 -19:00 h
Saturday, May 15, 2027 08:00 -13:00 h

The Falk Foundation will take pictures during the meeting. Additionally, parts of
the meeting might be recorded. By participating all attendees consent and agree
with the recording and the photo shoots.
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ARRIVAL

Konzerthaus Freiburg
Konrad-Adenauer-Platz 1
79098 Freiburg im Breisgau
Germany

By car

From north and south via A5 Frankfurt-Basel Rhine Valley motorway, exit Freiburg-
Mitte. Follow the signs. From east via the A81 Stuttgart-Singen motorway and B31
Donaueschingen, Titisee-Neustadt. Pass Freiburg on Schwarzwaldstrasse in the
direction to motorway A5 and follow the signs. There is a huge underground car
park belonging to Konzerthaus and Freiburg main station.

By plane

Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg Airport (EuroAirport) is the nearest airport, just an
hour’s drive away. It offers international scheduled flights and charter flights.
The airport bus runs directly to Freiburg main bus station, opposite the Konzert-
haus. For more information see www.freiburger-reisedienst.de. Bigger airports
like Zurich or Frankfurt offer good train connections to Freiburg main station.

By train

The Konzerthaus is ideally connected to public transport. Freiburg main railway
station is directly opposite. The bus and tram stations are also located here.
Taxis are available in front of the main entrance to the Konzerthaus Freiburg.
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Registration via www.falkfoundation.org
or simply scan and register

Together we know more. Together we do more.

Falk Foundation e.V. | Leinenweberstr. 5 | 79108 Freiburg | Germany
T: +49 7611514-400 | F: +49 7611514-460 | E-Mail: meeting@falkfoundation.org
www.falkfoundation.org




